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Dear Friends, 

Happy New Year! I hope you and your 

family had a joyous holiday season. We 

have some exciting news to share with 

you as we ring in 2010. 

First, we have recently been approved 

$500,000 from an out -of-state private 

foundation and $236,000 from the New 

York State Department of State for our 

Census 2010 Community Engagement 

Initiative. The census grant comes at a 

very opportune time as it allows the 

Federation to move forward with a major 

initiative that ensures a full and accurate 

count of Asian Americans in the tri -state 

area. Secondly, we have stepped up our 

efforts to increase resources for our 

agencies. We recently awarded grants to 

our agencies in total of $340,000 which is 

almost a fifty percent increase from 2008. 

In the next few weeks, we will be making 

more grants in support of Census 2010 

community outreach.  

The Federation has stepped up to the 

plate in responding to community needs 

despite the economic downturn. We will 

continue to increase our fundraising 

efforts to provide much needed funding 

to our agencies. We look forward to your 

continued support. Please join us for our 

annual gala on May 6th celebrating 20 

years of service to our Asian communities!  

With best wishes for 2010,  

Cao K. O 
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On December 2, 2009, the Federation 

held the first meeting for the Census 2010 

Community Engagement Initiative.  

Thanks to the generous funding from an 

anonymous private foundation, the 

Federation has at least $400,000 for re -

granting to community partners to 

mobilize Asian American communities 

across New York City, Northern New 

Jersey, and potentially Philadelphia and 

Connecticut.  The meeting included a 

background presentation outlining the 

basics of the Census 2010, the Census 

timeline and key events, national Asian 

Census partnerships, the Census Bureauõs 

paid media campaign, and the role of the 

Federation in Census 2010 outreach.  

Following the presentation, the invited 

organizations discussed their current 

activities for Census outreach.  Finally, 

the goals of the Initiative were 

introduced and the grant process was 

outlined to the group.  The Initiative will 

encourage the groups to collaborate 

together on projects and events that 

would not have happened without the 

funding.  The goal is to supplement the 

Census outreach that the different groups 

can incorporate in their ongoing activities. 

The first phase of grants will be awarded 

in mid -January of 2010. 

Census 2010 Community Engagement Initiative  
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APEX 

Asian & Pacific Islander Coalition on HIV/AIDS (APICHA) 

Asian Youth Center of New York (AYC) 

Brooklyn Chinese-American Association (BCA) 

Charles B. Wang Community Health Center (CBW) 

Chhaya CDC 

Chinese Progressive Association 

Coalition for Asian American Children & Families (CACF) 

DAMAYAN Migrant Workers Assoc. 

Filipino American Human Services Inc. (FAHSI) 

Garden of Hope (GOH) 

Greater Chinatown Community Association (GCCA) 

Hamilton -Madison House (HMH) 

Indochina Sino-American Community Center (ISACC) 

Japanese American Social Services Inc. (JASSI) 

Korean American Community Center of New York (KACCNY) 

Korean American Family Service Center (KAFSC) 

Korean Community Services of Metropolitan New York (KCS) 

Korean Family Counseling and Research Center 

MinKwon Center for Community Action (Formerly YKASEC) 

New York Asian Women's Center (NYAWC) 

Sakhi for South Asian Women 

South Asian Council for Social Services (SACSS) 

South Asian Youth Action (SAYA!) 

YWCA of Queens 

With an increase of funds for granting this year, we divided our Community Fund into three separate rounds. This 

round of grants will award $190,000 to 25 agencies for diverse programs supporting Asian American nonprofits that 

include: advancing child welfare, sustaining classes for low -income immigrants, and agency capacity building projects. 

The remaining grants will be awarded in the next coming months.  

Sincere thanks to the Community Fundõs Allocations Committee- Alan Okada of Citi Foundation, Lisa Philp of JPMorgan 

Private Bank, Alison Yu of the Hearst Foundation and board members Sunil Wadhwa and Richard Hsia. 

Congratulations 2009 grantees! 

Asian American Community Fund Grant Awards  

The Federation is pleased to announce its 2009 Asian American Community Fund grant awards. A majority of this 

yearõs grant making was made possible by a matching grant that we completed at the end of 2009. The Cultures of 

Giving Fund, established at Rockefeller Philanthropy Advisors by the W.K. Kellogg Foundation afforded the Federa-

tionõs opportunity to empower emerging donor communities and focus on educating & cultivating donors of color 

within local communities by promoting individual giving, developing their personal philanthropy & engaging further in 

community causes. Having raised $275,000 over 2 years, the Cultures of Giving Fund matched our efforts dollar for 

dollar.  

Since its inception in 1993, the Federationõs Community Fund has been instrumental in meeting the emerging and 

evolving needs of Asian community organizations and members.  
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The Federation committed $150,000 in 

grants to enable the following efforts:  

¶ Filipino American Human Services, Inc. 

(FAHSI) and South Asian Council for 

Social Services (SACSS) to participate 

in the Federationõs current elderly 

Asian Suicide Prevention and 

Education Awareness Campaign. 

¶ Hamilton Madison House (HMH), the 

New York Coalition for Asian 

American Mental Health and Charles B. 

Wang Community Health Center 

(CBWCHC) to enhance media outreach 

and service capacity.  

¶ Hunter College School of Social Work 

to prepare Asian social workers for 

the NYS LMSW license exam. It has 

been reported that Asian social 

workers have experienced a high rate 

of failing the license exam in recent 

years. 

¶ Forming an initial working group 

consisting of the above organizations 

to maintain an ongoing discussion on 

improving mental health services for 

Asian Americans in general and 

suicide prevention in particular.  

In November, the Federation with HMH, 

New York Coalition for Asian American 

Mental Health and The Asian American/

Asian Research Institute co-sponsored a 

workshop. It was held at the Asian Health 

& Social Service Council, Inc. and 

addressed Elderly Asian Women Suicide 

Prevention for community based social 

service providers/leaders and healthcare 

professionals directly serving the Asian 

American community. The workshop was 

conducted by Professor Irene Chung with 

Hunter College School of Social Work. 

Special Grants to Enhance Mental Health Services  

Chinese in-language poster for 
the Elderly Asian Suicide 
Prevention and Education 
Campaign 

The Federation will be celebrating its 20th Anniversary 

on May 6, 2010  at The Pierre. This year, we have a very 

special opportunity to honor three outstanding 

individuals who have made invaluable impacts in our 

community. Spirit of Asian America Gala 2010 honorees 

include: Don H. Liu; Senior Vice President, General 

Counsel and Secretary at Xerox, Dr. Mehmet Oz; 

Host of The Dr. Oz Show and Vice-Chair and Professor of 

Surgery at Columbia University and Robert Yi; Senior Vice 

President Operations at State Farm.  

To read about our honorees, please visit the Federationõs 

website at www.aafederation.org . For information on 

corporate sponsorship levels, individual tickets, journal 

advertisements, or to make a donation please contact 

Lishia Liu at (212) 344-5878 ext. 27.  

Save the Date! Spirit of Asian America Gala 2010  

Robert Yi  
Senior Vice President of  

Northeast Zone  

State Farm 

Don H. Liu   
Senior Vice President 

 General Counsel and Secretary  

Xerox Corporation  

Mehmet C. Oz, MD 
Host of The Dr. Oz Show and  

Vice-Chair and Professor of Surgery  

Columbia University  

http://www.aafederation.org/
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Board member Paul D.C. Huang with former 
board member Jean Sun Shaw and Sayu Bhojwani 

David Chung, Chairman & CEO of 3LAB with 
board member Dong Suk Suh 

The Federation has received a 

tremendous amount of support over the 

last two decades. Because of the 

generosity and concern of our supporters, 

we are able to undertake our special 

initiatives, advocate on behalf of the 

community, and ensure that our member 

agencies have access to the resources 

they need.  

As a token of our appreciation to our 

supporters, the Federation hosted a 

reception at the residence of board 

member, Paul D.C. Huang on December 3. 

Board Chai rman Jef f rey Chin 

acknowledged two of the Federationõs 

founding members: Dr. Setsuko 

Matsunaga Nishi, founding Board 

President, and Charles P. Wang, current 

board member of United Way of New York 

City. The evening proved to be a good 

opportunity for our supporters to meet 

others who share a concern for the 

community.  

We would like to thank Paul for his 

hospitality and to Prudential Financial for 

underwriting the event.  

20th Anniversary Reception  

Top: Gordon Campbell, 
President of United Way of 
NYC gives opening remarks 

Above: Cao O with Charles P. 
Wang, founding member of 
t h e  A s i a n  A m e r i c a n 
Federation  

Far left: Founding Board 
President, Dr. Setsuko 
Matsunaga Nishi and Susan 
Dessel, former board member  

Left: Sandy Lee Kawano with 
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Wong, 
President & CEO of HSBC 
Securities (USA)  

Guests gather around for welcoming remarks by 
Jeffrey Chin, Paul D.C. Huang, Cao O, and  

Gordon Campbell 

Federation Chief Operating Officer, Hong Shing 
Lee and Ong Family Foundation, Executive 

Officer, Nelson Louis  
Board member Ekta Singh 
with husband Mark Bushell  


