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Dear Friends, members, we have been able to maintain {From the Executive Director
The galad we were our effectiveness in responding to _
. community needs while weathering the | cnsus 2010 Underway at
pleased with the ) . the Asian American
economic challenges. During the summer Federation

turnout given the
economic recession.
Although the
proceeds were
significantly lower
than that of recent
years, the event
was filled with
optimism and encouragement.

As the current fiscal year is coming to a
cl ose, I 6d i ke t o
supporters. Through their generosity and
commitments of our board and staff

Census 2010 Underway at the Asian American Federation

The Asian American Federation has begun
preparing for Census 2010. Following the
meeting with Tony Farthing, the NY
Regional Director of the Census Bureau in
March, we have met separately with the
various stakeholders including Stacey
Cumberbatch, the City Census Coordinator
for the city of New York, and with the
Secretary of State Lorraine Cortes-Vazquez
and her staff. We will be working closely
with both government organizations on
Census 2010 outreach issues.

The Federation worked with the City
Census Coordinator and New York
Community Media Alliance on an Ethnic
and Local Media Briefing on the Census
2010, by helping to identify Asian
community media outlets. The Federation
wi || al so participat
to provide trusted voices from the
community to talk about the importance
of the Census to our communities.

months, we will be getting reading to
implement two important initiatives:
Census 2010 and suicide prevention. In

The Federation Receives
$149,992 from the NYS
Office of Mental Health

addition, we will also plan for the _ o
celebration of t he Felgug Pﬁ“?”i O8MogseT 2 0t
. the Public Schools
anniversary. More to come-
Wishing everybody a good summer, ﬂ;g(ljrg ofAsian America Gala
a. (. al | of our
Cao K. O
United States-
The Federation also met with the ‘ ens us
Secretary of State Lorraine Cortes-Vazquez
and her staff to discuss strategies for
reaching hard-to-count populations in the
state. The Secretary is seeking ideas to
leverage the $2 million of funds available
to cover any gaps in ur e

own outreach operations to ensure that all
New Yorkers are counted.

The Asian American Federation Census
Information Center has also strengthened
ties with the New York State Data Center
and the New Jersey State Data Center,
expanding our role as a disseminator of
Asian American statistics throughout the
metro area as well as building
relationships with local governments for
further Census 2010 outreach to the ever
expanding AsianScpnaraurkitiesrirstiie reBianr

e gY Regional Director of the
ellsus Bureau, Tony Farthing,

at t he Feder ati on

meeting in March



The Federation Receives $149,992 from the NYS Office of Mental Health

After Cao 00 s
American mental health needs and
suicide prevention before committees

of the New York State Assembly in
December 2006, the Federation has
been developing a new program
initiative to address these issues - the
Elderly Suicide Prevention Project.
Now, after receiving a grant from the

NYS Office of Mental Health in May for
the amount of $149,992, the
Federation can begin its community
outreach and education campaign.

Some significant findings in recent
reports concerning Asian American

t e sntentahbealth and suicideA meveation

include:

40% of Asian American elders
report depressive symptoms
ranging from mild to severe.

1 Elderly Asian American/Pacific
Islander women have higher rates
of suicide than whites or blacks.

1 Asian American/Pacific Islanders

are significantly less likely than

Caucasians to mention their
mental health concerns to: a
friend/relative, mental health

professional, or a physician.

Gathering Parent Opinions of the Public Schools

In 2002, the State Legislature gave
the Mayor of New York City control of
the cityds public
law is set to expire this month. The
Asian American Federation partnered
with the Hispanic Federation, Black
Equity Alliance and Learn NY to gain
an understanding of parent opinions
regarding the law. The Federation
collected 538 parent surveys in
communities and schools that have
high concentrations of Asian
Americans in Queens, Brooklyn, and
Manhattan. Surveyed parents were
South Asian, Korean, Filipino, and
Chinese. The purposes of this project
were to:

1 get parent feedback

1 heighten community awareness of

the law and its expiration

58%

said that school personnel were very
responsive to them

1 achieve a better understanding of
t he cityoos

S gdvernarce issugs t e m.

f gain insight to parent
expectations of the public school
system

The 14-question parent survey

focused on an evaluation of the
school &8s perfor man
further improvements that the
parents would want to see in the
school. Parents were in general
positive about (1
schools, (2) information and resources
that were provided to them by the
schools, and (3) progress made by the
schools.

the
t he

revealed that
ng were

The survey
foll owi

36.05%

named the teacher as the first person who
they will contact if they have a question about
the school

1 For nearly half of Asian Americans
and Pacific Islanders, access to a
mental health care provider is

limited due to language batrriers.

The Federationos
education project will target, not only
elderly Asian Americans, but also key
support persons including; family
members, direct service workers, and
physicians. The proposed campaign
will use local radio and ethnic
newspapers, discussion groups, church
groups, and public events to
communicate and reach the target
audiences.

but at the same time, areas that

p u Ineededdurthesinspiovenoet.
The

Top 3 Parent Involvement Areas
Access to Teachers
Understanding Report Cards

Information on Test Scores

CI'(()ap 3 /ﬁclacper%iéa Pro&re?m%/%ervi%eg d
Tutoring
After school Programs

) their chil
Arts

*Disclaimer: The survey was not based on
a representative sample of parents, and
therefore its findings are not conclusive.
However, they provide useful

understanding of

66%

were very satisfied with the information and
resources provided them by the schools

drenods
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Spirit of Asian America Gala 2009

On May 5t h, t he F e deAmbassadom dstoatsun rSakardi, Eoamera
recognized two outstanding individuals: Ambassador and Consul General of Japan
. and President of the Japan Society. The
Dr. Yung Duk Kim night was further illuminated by a special
President &CEO, Hyundai Corporation greeting from U.S. Senator Daniel K. Inouye.

USA) (Retired
( ) ( ) Thanks to our wonderful supporters, the

Spirit of Asian America Award Spirit of Asian America Gala 2009 raised
more than $425,000 to help support the
Irene Hirano Inouye Federation®s efforts mb e |

agencies. From youth mentoring to
domgstlc wolencg to providing heglth Top: Ambassador Shinichi
services to those in need, the Federation Nishimiya and City
Community Service Award serves as a public advocate to its agencies ~ Councilmember John Liu

The Federationds ann%pgqsa\éer‘)j‘iclleéoinwaactspublhcgqlicg. at Above: The UN  Chi

. . Choir
The Pierre and co-emceed by Cindy HSU once again, thank you for your support! We
from CBS 2 News and TiHua Chang from | o ok forward to seei nb

Fox 5. Over 400 peoplggiiéhstaf Ahdicdcata eletatig 8 "

dinner and silent auction. Guests included: onih Anniversary on Thursday, May 6th
Ambassador Shinichi  Nishimiya, 510

Ambassador and Consul General of Japan;

William Thompson Jr., New York City Pl ease vi si't the Fed
Comptroller; John Liu, New York City www.aafederation.org to view more photos
Councilmember; Ambassador Donald Gregg,of the event.

Former US Ambassador to South Korea and

Korea Society Chairman of the Board; and

Executive Advisor, Japanese American
National Museum

Top: Federation board
members, Dennis Swanson and
Theresa Yoon

Above: Co-Emcees TiHua
Chang and Cindy Hsu

Ambassador & Mrs. Donald Gregg, honorees, Spirit of Asian America Award Honoree, Dr.

and Asian American Federation board members Yung Duk Kim with Ambassador Donald Gregg
Top: Auction Package Displays

Stefani Nishi Chisholm, Honoree, Irene Hirano Spirit of Asian America Gala 2009 at The Pierre Above: Board member Dong

Inouye, Carol Enseki, and Dr. Setsuko Suk Suh, Gala Honoree Dr.
Matsunaga Nishi Yung Duk Kim & Mrs. Kim with

Benefit Committee Co -Chair
George Wang


http://www.aafederation.org/

