Asian American Federation Hosted Mayoral Democratic Candidates Forum
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On April 9, the Asian American Federation hosted a Democratic Mayoral Candidates Forum at
the Time Warner Center. Each candidate was given 20 minutes to answer questions from four
experienced reporters, community members, and the audience.
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City Council Speaker, Christine Quinn addressed the names of the four candidates, attempting to
get closer to the audience. She also expressed that she is the only one out of all the candidates
that truly solved many problems, from passing a paid sick time law, to preventing budget cuts, to
preventing fire department cuts. She mentioned some items that didn’t pass certain laws and
regulations, like Korean restaurants serving kim chi, are mostly because the city government



isn’t familiar with cultural backgrounds. She expressed that she recognized those problems, and
will communicate with the community organizations about such laws and regulations. Asians in
Chinatown were concerned with the opening of Park Row. When she was asked this question,
she said she believed it should be opened, but ... “we should open it at the right time”.
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Former Comptroller of New York City, William Thompson, said Park Row should be opened
immediately, as he has been considering this problem for years. He responded that Asians, 13%
of the New York City population, didn’t receive a fair amount of resources from the city
government, and that it is because the current mayor is too focused on other problems. He said
he will change this issue if he gets elected. He will make sure the city government won’t cut the
budgets from daycares and other community benefits, because “that is not only the American
dream, but also a part of the New Yorker’s dream.”
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Former City Council member Sal Albanese had almost double the amount of time to speak
because John Liu arrived late. He expressed that education is the first thing he is going to
change, because education not only influences the economy, but also public safety. He is going
to reform the city government agencies, making them more “culturally sensitive”, by having
accurate views of different cultural backgrounds in the communities. He expressed that small
businesses are the driving force for the economy, so small businesses, especial owned by
minorities, shouldn’t be fined easily.
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Public advocate Bill de Blasio appeared last, and he expressed that he noticed the city

government treats different boroughs, different ethnic groups differently, describing New York
City as a “double city”. Some people are really rich, but some people are really poor. The city



government treats them differently; treats Manhattan better than the other boroughs and treats
minorities worse than mainstream ethnic groups. He supports the idea that the mayor is
responsible for public schools, but in a different way from Bloomberg’s policy. He will work on
the communication between parents and the communities. If he gets elected, he will be the first
mayor with children in public school, which is significant regarding the education system.
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